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are genuine Truth, and moralizing Fable. But, as Truth 
-———Fenly agreeable to the Soul in natural Diſcoveries or ab- 


a in Duty, leſt it ſhould burn and offend by too fierce a 


EXODUS xXxv. 38. 
AND THE TONGS THEREOF, AND THE SNUFF-DISHE SAS 
ED SHALL BE OF PURE GOLD. 


2 | | | | 
TFT TOWEVER ſingular this Text of Scripture may 

A 1 appear, however foreign to the Gravity of the preſent _ 
Occaſion, yet upon viewing it with a refined and ſpiritual 
Eye, it may be found, I truſt, ſubſervient to Inſtruction, in 
Morals, in Religion, to the Head, and to the Heart. 

Two ſpeculative Pleaſures adapted to the human Mind, 


ſtract Science, ſo when it comes as a Reprover and Monitor 


Splendour, wraps up its Brightneſs in the Veil of Fiction, 
that, like the Sun through a Cloud, it may firſt warm, and 
then ſhine upon the Heart, | 
Abundant is the Reaſon to preſume, that ſomething of 
this was the Cauſe, why Allegory and Art were ſo early 
adapted, and ſo generally pleaſing in moral Inſtruftion. — 


Ihe Soul, diſordered and impure, like a vitiated Stomach, 
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was faſtidious and nice; eafily offended with 1 ſtrong 
Meat of Sincerity and Truth: Sy as Iſaac in his Dotage, 
longing for ſavoury Meat, ſuch as his Soul loved. 

To conſult therefore and remedy this Diſorder in the 
moral Conſtitution, — to cure the Diſeaſe without killing 
the Patient — to ſweeten the Severity of Reaſon, by a tem- 
5 87 Indulgence to Self-Love — Philoſophers and Teach- 

every Age, of every Denomination, have choſen this 
Method to win upon the Heart. 

As the Pages of profane Authors abound with Alluſi ons 
to one Thing by another, ſo Scripture is replete with Para- 
bles and Proverbs;and He that was wiſer than Solomon, hat | 
ſanctified the Uſage by his own Example. 


Under this = x we may venture to examine this Fo 


beautiful Allegory, which will be found, on the Principles 
of Reaſon and well-interpreted Scripture, 'to contain ad- 
mirable Senſe, and wholeſome Inſtruction. 

It ever was the Genius of the Hebrew Language, 3 
an Object material and viſible, to raiſe the Mind to an Ob- 
ject ſpiritual and correſponding: hence that Frequency and 
Profuſion of Metaphor and Figure in the Old Teſtament, 
which are not the Ornaments of Diction, but the Eſſence 
of the ſacred Tongue: hence every Hebrew Word, like 2 
Parable, under the expreſſive Images of earth, i teaches anc | 
illuſtrates heavenly Things. 

Of this Kind are the Words of the Text, 3 by a ma- 


| terial and outward Object, teaches a Leſſon of eternal Mo- 


ment, and in opening the ſpiritual Application, may the 
Veil be taken from every Heart, 


* 
S 


* 
„ 

In this Chapter we find Moſes by divine Appointment, 
deſcribing the Tabernacle and all its Apparatus; and that 
it was not a Model of human Invention, is evident from the 
Mord of God, at the 40th Verſe. Look that thou make 
" them after the Pattern ſuewed thee in the Mount. As there- 
fore every Part was the Product of infinite Wiſdom — As 
every Part had a ſpiritual Tendency, ſo every Part had moſt 
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perfect Compoſition, and wherever it could be, the Com- 


poſition was of pure Gold. 1 5 
Nov it is no Extravagance of Fancy to aflert, that under 
this material Image, was conveyed the Idea of Purity and 
Perfection in every Thing conſecrated to the Serviee of God. 
And under this Idea may be drawn this Moral from the 
Text, that as the loweſt Inſtruments in the Tabernacle were 
to be of pure Gold, ſo every Perſon in Authority, appointed 
to cenſure and rebuke others, admitting the Alloy of Infir- 
mity, ſhould be unrebukable themſelves: this will lead us 
into a Review of our own Conſtitution in Church and State; 


8c mark its Utility and general Perfection, and to infer, that 


every Member of the ſame in his Vocation and Miniſtry, 
ſhould conform to the Purity of his high Calling, that, as 
the Expreſſion runs in another Chapter; The Lamps and 
the Snuffers ſhould be of pure Gold. The Moſaic Oeconomy 

in its whole Compoſition, was not only the Miſdom, but the 


Mord of God: and that Branch of it, denominated Leviti- 


cus, was a peculiar Species of Polity, a Kind of ſtatute and 
common Lay, given to the Jews, not after the Commiſſion 
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K 6 | 
a a Crune, but wann in the Mind of Jehovah, 
where, as the Judge was infallible and good, the Deciſions 
were juſt and merciful. 

To ſay, that the Britiſh eien is totally cumparable 
with the divine, would undoubtedly be drawing an uneven 
Parallel. Imperfection and Inconvenience will ever be found 
in the moſt accurate and ſage Adminiſtrations of worldly. 
Wiſdom. For, a Police, originally planned on a divine 
Model, and flowing in a pure Stream from the Fount of 
God, yet mixing in its Courſe with troubled Waters, ariſing 
from the varied Crimes and Acquiſitions of Mankind, 
would ſoon loſe its primitive Simplicity, and ke a [Tings 
from every Medium in its Paſſage. - 

Notwithſtanding this inevitable Mixture in our ning Con- 
ſtitution, we ſtill venture to admire it with the moſt exalted 


and rational Affection: and if we ſhould ſay of it, as our 
Poet does of Eden, that it is, 


A Paradiſe of Sweets, enormous Bliſs, 
Wild without Rule or Art.” —- 


Yet, as it is the gathered Wiſdom of many Men in math | 
Ages —as it is the Purchaſe of many Struggles, of much 
Blood and Treaſure— as it is calculated for private and ſo- 
cial Felicity, and in general productive of that ſalutary End: 
whoever aims to ruin it by Aſſault, or ſap it by Innovation 
Edo prevent its Courſe, or corrupt its Stream — to gloſs it 
with Chicanery, or weaken it by Eluſion, all ſuch are con- 


cerned in the Monition of the Text, That the Snuffers ſhould 
be of pure Gold. 


* 
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< x) 
As venerable and excellent in its Origin and End is our 
zreat eccleſiaſtical Polity, For the Abilities of a Tully or 
a Chryſoſtom, when would a Man wiſh more, when would 
he need them leſs, than in beſtowing a juſt Commendation 
on our Engliſh Liturgy ? — But I _ elaborate Enco- 


miums ang ſupernumerary Ornaments; Contraſt is a good 
Teſt of Pre-eminence, and by ſeeing what are thoſe Compo- 


fjitions, which differ from us, we may learn the true value 


of our own. | 
I there is a Direction without a Rule: a Rule without 
a Reſtraint: a Preſcription open to Licentiouſneſs: that 
profeſſes Novelty before . into which Hereſy and 
Blaſphemy may creep: that does no Pity to the Dead, or 
Comfort to the Living by honorary Offices of F uneral: . 
which recites no Creed or Confeſſion of Faith: but enter- 
tains without a Symbol, Arians, Neſtorians, Macedonians, 
and Manichees: an Office, that takes no more Care than 
Chance does, for reading the Scriptures: that never com- 
memorates a departed Saint, nor the Paſſion and Reſurrec- 
tion of Chriſt: an Office, that by Implication undervalues 
the Lord's Prayer: without Authority, without a Sanction: 
A Directory of Devotion with theſe Ingredients, (and ſuch 
an one there is in the World) is, I ſuppoſe, no fit Match to 
be balanced againſt our Liturgy: drawn up by Men famous 
in their Generations: whoſe Glory of Martyrdom makes it 
immodeſt for the beſt of Men now to compare themſelves 
with them: beſides, its Compoſition conſidered by Advices 
from abroad, and ſo trimmed and adorned, that no Ex- 
| creſcences ren: Whoſe Rubrics were written with the 
Blood 
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Blood of the Compilers: atteſted by. God's Bleſſing in the 
Uſe: accompanied with the Peace of an Age: eſtabliſhed; . 
and confirmed by fix Acts of Parliament collaterally enſu- "7+; 
ing: and withal, of ſo admirable a Compoſure, that the moſt "of. 
' induſtrious Wits of its Enemies could never fi out an 
Objection of Force enough to make a Doubt, or raiſe * | 
Scruple in a wiſe Spirit.“ 
This 1s the Liturgy of our Church — that we cannot pray 
in the Extempore Prayers of the Miniſter, by any Faith but 
unreaſonable, unwarranted, implicit, inſecure; that Miniſters _ 
| leſs learned may have Linas of Devotion; and Miniſters 
more learned, no Occaſion of Vanity — that the ſacred Of- 
ice may be encloſed from pretending, unhallowed Spirits = 
leſt thoſe Spirits be Teachers of Lies, and thoſe Lies the ' 
| Baſis of Impiety: and this would be a ſad Climax, a Lad- 
dier, on which there are no Angels, becauſe the Steps lead to 
| Darkneſs and Miſery. To the Churches of Rome we can 
ſay, that ours is reformed: to the reformed: Churches we 
can ſay, that ours is decent: free from tyrannic Impoſitions, 
and yet from the Extravagance of popular Spirits: we Were 
zealous to caſt away the old Errors, but our Zeal was BA 
lanced with Reſults of Authority: not like Children af. 
frighted with Fire in their Cloaths: we ſhook-off the Coal 
ol, ary but not out Garments, leſt we ſhould have expoſed - 6 
our Church to that Nakedneſs, which the excellent Men in 
our Siſter Churches complained to be among themſelves. 
And now, a Compoſition of this Value may fitly be com- 
| pared to the holy Ointment preſcribed to Moſes in the 3zoth 
Chapter. Take wnto thee Fer Spices, os and end 
ff 8 


. 
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and 2 — Zheſe ſweet Spices with pure Pranki meenſe: 

of each there ſhall be a like Weight: and thou ſhalt make it a 
Perfume, a Confection after the Art of the Apothecary, tem- 
ered together, pure and holy: and as for the Perfume which 


thou ſhalt make, you ſhall not ole? 40 yourſelves, according to 


the Compoſition thereof : it ſhall be unto thee, holy unto the Lord. 


 WWhoſoever ſhall make like unto that, to ſmell thereto, Rau even 
be cut off from his People. 


If our modern Reformers bad ont] this Command- 
ment, we had heard leſs of the wanton Spirit of Innovation. 


Why ſhould they ſtrain at a Gnat, and ſwallow a Camel? 
The Service of our Tabernacle, though "&preflly of divine 


Appointment, is ſo far conſonant to the divine Will, that 


we hope it is acceptable and prevalent 1 in Chriſt: and "WY 


fore, if in the Spirit of Alteration, the Suffers are not of 


Pure Gold; if their Goodneſs is not equal to their Power, 
we may fear for tt r the Loſs of our holy Lamps, and that their 
exterminating 


may ſoon guench the Light of 1ſrael. 
When the Eagle felt a Wound at her Breaſt, and ſaw that 


the Arrow was feathered, ſhe cried out, To w1+eoy Aue TOY 


) ego ron o, the feathered Nation is deſtroyed by their 
_ own Feathers: viz. Chriſtians fighting with Chriſtians about 


Words. The Piety of the laſt Age diſavowed the Diſpo- 
fition to change. — Whoever troubles his People with Queſ- 
tions, and teaches them to be troubleſome, note that Man, 
he loves not Peace, and would fain be called Rabbi. 
Chriſtianity requires no Tricks or Artifices of Wonder, but 


| like the amiable Simplicity of Jeſus, by plain and eaſy Pro- 


een leads us in Wiſdom to a Place, where Strife ſhall 
B never 


10 
never enter. Can it ever be the Definition of a Chriſtian, 
that he is one who rails at Ceremonies and the Common 
Prayer? that he wiſhes to degrade the Son of God to a Crea- 
ture, and a Prophet, or cannot be at Reſt, ill he has rooted 
Faith out of the World? Yet this is the grand Point of the 
deſired Reformation: for this they ſpend their Breath, for 
this they judge their Brother: for this they rebile her ©} + 
periors, and in this doughty Cauſe they think it fit to die. 
Could St. Paul or a Martyr awake from the Grave, and find 
Men ſtriving againſt Government for the Intereſt of Diſ- 
obedience, and eager after Shadows and Moonſhine, would 
they not call ſuch zraitorous and high-minded, that their 


Confidence was wanton, and diſhonourable to any Cauſe in 
the World.“ 
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* The Hebrew Word d Jazam, fignifies to imagine or «ili In God, to 
decree Good or Evil. In Man, to.imagine or preſume, without or againſt the 
Directory of God's Word. It comes from d Zamam, to preſume againſt om- 
nipotence, as veſted with Divine Attributes of their own, Hence the Greeks 
their Znua woa to conjecture by Signs. Hence, by a Reduplication of a Noun 
of this Root, comes the Name Zamzummim, Deut. ii. 20. ſignifying pre ray a4 
ous Preſumers, a rebellious Race, who by their Babel-Imaginations, would deity 
the Heavens, with their Towers. Theſe were literally t the Thinkers, or Free- 
Thinkers of that Age; who would have ſuch 4 God, and ſuch a Religion as 
they thought beſt. Zamolxis, the God of the Thracians and Getz ſeems to 
have taken his Name from a Compoſition of the Root Dt Zam, to imagine, and 
PDD Melgch or Moloch, the Agent with Power, viz. what they would have for 
their divine Power. Thus, when the Weather was tempeſtuous, the Votaries of 
Zamolxis ſnot their Arrows againſt Heaven, as in Defiance of the Maker, and 
to declare, they would have no other God, than Zamolxis. See Herod. Lib. 4. 
c. 94, 95. 

As 8 Ty Zimmoth, preſumptuous Imaginations of Men are continually 
to do Evil, ſo the Greeks (without knowing why) have derived their Gnwow, to 
do miſchief. They therefore, who Pretend to divine Inſpiration without . 

C= 
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Let none then in Authority be offended, if the Text ad- 
viſes him to queſtion his own Soul, and try what Mettle his 
Heart is made of — That he exert 1 Powers, in the Love 
of God, for the Good of Mankind — and not raiſe to him- 
ſelf a little temporary Fame on the Ruins of Peace, eccle- 
ſiaſtical or civil. Singularity is that Dæmon of the Mind, 
which not I:huriel's Spear, nor all the guardian Angels of | 
Eden can ever diſpoſſeſs: it is that familiar Toad, which 
ſpits its Froth and Venom into the Ear of ſupine, decaying 
Piety. FVarium et mutabile ſemper, is the Character only 
of a Woman: let then the Advocates of Confuſion remem- 
ber, that it is eaſy to laugh, where it is difficult to examine; 
it is magiſterial to ſcoff, where it is vulgar to admire: but 
the Veil being tranſpierced by more diſcerning Eyes, they 
are found at once to be ſpecious, but not reſpectable: ſhewy, 
but not ſolid: trifling, but not graceful: cunning, but not 
wiſe. - 

A Bayle or a Bolingbroke ſhall fit for the following Pic- 
ture, not unlike the Features of two modern Reformers. “ 
« He was one of thoſe extraordinary Men whom the great- 
eſt Wit cannot reconcile with himſelf, and whoſe oppolite 
Qualities leave us Room to doubt, whether we ought to 


look 


© 


Demonſtration, or deny thoſe Demonſtrations recorded in the Word, approach to- 
the Crime of the Zamzummims or Free-Thinkers at Babel, who began to ſet up 
the Heavens for God: and ſo made their City and Country to be, what the Scrip- 


ture, calls it a Land of graven e, and a People, that gloried to Maaneſs in their 
1aoks. Fer. b. 28: 


* The Author of a new Chart of Biography, and the Author of the Con- 
feſſional. 
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look upon him as the beſt, or the worſt of Men. On the 
one Hand, he was a great Philoſopher, who knew how to 
diſtinguiſh Truth from Falſehood; who could at one view 
perceive all the Conſequences of a Principle, and diſcover 
how they are linked together. On the other hand, he was 
a great Sophiſt, who undertook to confound Truth with 
Falſehood, goes knew how to draw falſe Inferences from the 
Principles he ſuppoſed. On the one Hand, a Man of Learn- 
ing and Knowledge, who had read all that can be read, and 
remembered all that can be remembered. On the other 
Hand, ignorant, or at leaſt feigning to be ſo, with regard to 
the moſt common Things; propoſing Difficulties, which 
had been a thouſand Times anſwered, and urging Objections, 
which a School- Boy could not make without bluſhing. On 
the one Hand, attacking the moſt em' nent Men, opening 
a large Field for their Labours, leading them through the 
moſt difficult Roads, and if he did not vanquiſh them, giv- 
ing them a great deal of Trouble to vanquiſh him. On the 


other Hand, a Man, that made uſe of the worſt Authors, 


to whom "he was laviſh of his Praiſes: and who diſgraced 
his Writings, by quoting ſuch Names, as a learned Mouth 
never pronounced. On the one Hand, tree, at leaſt in Ap- 
pearance, from every Paſſion, inconſiſtent with the Spirit of 
Chriſtianity; grave in his Diſcourſes, temperate in his Diet, 

auſtere in his manner of living: on the other Hand, em- 
ploying all the Strength of his Genius, to overthrow. the 
Foundation of moral Virtue, attacking as much as in him 


lay, Chaſtity, Modeſty, and all the Chriſtian Virtues. On 


the one fide, appealing to the T hrone of the moſt ſevere 
Ortho- 
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Orthodoxy: going to the pureſt Springs; borrowing his 
Arguments from the leaſt ſuſpected Writers: on the other 
Hand, following the Paths of Heretics; propoſing again, 
the Objections of the antient Herefiarchs: lending them 
new Arms, and collecting together in our Age, all the Er- 
rors of Ages paſt. May that Man, who had been endowed 
with ſo many Talents, be acquitted before God for the ill 
Uſe he made of them! May that Jeſus, whom he fo. often 
attacked have expiated his Sins!” 

If our modern Champions for religioug Anarchy can trace 
in this Portrait any Features of their own, they are Liberty 
to chuſe which they pleaſe; while I conclude with exhort- 
ing the Friends of Piety and Order, for the ſake of God, and 


their own Salvation, Hat the Lamps and Suffers be of pure 
Gold. Y 1 
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